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© A disinfectant composition and a disinfection method using the same. 

© This invention provides a disinfectant composition which is suited to the disinfection of confined spaces such 
as the interior of an ambulance car or the like. It is prepared extemporaneously by blending a highly 
concentrated alcohol with glutaraldehyde and a buffer solution such as an aqueous solution of diethanolamine. 
This composition containing 65 to 80% of alcohol and 2 to 4% of glutaraldehyde exhibits a strong and lasting 
disinfectant effect. The invention further provides a method for space disinfection which comprises atomizing 
and spraying this disinfectant composition (14) by means of a high-pressure gas (10) such as pressurized 
carbon dioxide gas. 
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A disinfectant composition and a disinfection method using the same 

Background Art 


Technical Field 

The present invention relates to a disinfectant composition which can be used advantageously in the 
disinfection of generally confined areas, for example within buildings and vehicles such as buses, 
ambulance cars, etc.. and to a disinfection method using said composition. 


Background Art 

In the disinfection of a confined area such as the interior of an ambulance car, routine general cleaning 
must be followed by a time-consuming disinfection work which includes wiping with a swab and disinfectant 
solution. 

The ambulance car, for instance, must be maintained at least at a certain level of cleanliness because 
its function is to transport patients while they are given initial treatment, and for this purpose, routine 
disinfection is an important procedure. It is generally acknowledged that the mean viable count of coliform 
bacteria, staphylococci, general bacteria, fungi and so on is not more than 10 colony-forming units (CFU/10 
cm 2 ) and preferably not more than 5 CFU/10 cm 2 [Kyukyu Iryo no Kiso to Jissai: 1 Kyukyu Gyomu to 
Kyukyu Iryo] (The Fundamentals and Practice of Emergency Medicine: 1 Emergency Management and 
Emergency Medicine, edited by the Emergency Department of the Metropolitan Fire Board of Tokyo, 
published by Joho Kaihatsu Kenkyusho). 

The conventional disinfection procedure comprises using an aqueous dilution of a certain disinfectant 
such as cresol by manual swab cleaning or spray cleaning with the aid of a hand-operated or electrically- 
driven sprayer. In some extraordinary or unavoidable cases, a disinfectant solution based on glutaraldehyde, 
which is known to be an effective sterilant/disinfectant, has been employed. Thus, for example, glutaral is 
diluted with water to a concentration of about 1 to 2 percent and applied by swab cleaning. 

However, the conventional disinfection procedure is not only time-consuming but also inadequate in that 
all nooks and corners can hardly be reached for thorough disinfection. Moreover, as the diluted disinfectant 
solution is applied by spraying, the water remains on the treated surface and the desired disinfecting effect 
is not obtained in corner areas so that no satisfactory result is accomplished. 

In addition, when said glutaraldehyde is used for swab cleaning, the irritating and pungent odor persists 
for a long time. Thus, the odor is in the air for as long as 12 to 24 hours. 

It is an object of the present invention to provide a disinfectant composition which can be used 
advantageously in the disinfection of confined areas such as within the ambulance car under all cir- 
cumstances, is capable of providing a very high disinfecting effect, can be easily prepared in the field, and 
does not give off an irritating odor. 

It is another object of the invention to provide a disinfection method by which said disinfectant 
composition can be applied uniformly to all the nooks and corners of such confined spaces. 


Summary of the Invention 

The disinfectant composition provided by the present invention for solving the above-mentioned 
problems is characterized in that it is extemporaneously prepared by blending a highly concentrated alcohol 
with glutaraldehyde and a buffer solution such as an aqueous solution of diethanolamine, to provide a 
composition containing 65 to 80% of alcohol and 2 -to 4% of glutaraldehyde (claim 1). 

Preferably, the above composition is prepared by blending a basal mixture of said highly concentrated 
alcohol and a perfume with 10 to 20 volume percent of a 20% (aqueous) solution of glutaraldehyde and 3 to 
7 volume percent of a buffer solution such as a 1.0 to 2.0% aqueous solution of diethanolamine (claim 2). 

Thus, since glutaraldehyde has an irritating odor which requires forced ventilation with a fan blower or 
the like following each cleaning job, a perfume is preferably added as mentioned above for masking this 
unpleasant odor. 
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Moreover, if the concentration of glutaraldehyde used in this blending is less than 2%, the disinfectant 
effect is markedly compromised, while the use of glutaraldehyde over the concentration of 4% is 
undesirable, for it then gives off an intense irritating odor during cl aning and causes a prolonged carryover 
of the odor after cleaning. 

5 The concentration of alcohol in the disinfectant composition is preferably in the above-mentioned range 

of 65 to 80 percent, for both an excess and a shortage of alcohol result in a poor disinfectant effect. 

The highly concentrated alcohol mentioned above may be a relatively volatile and biocidally active 
concentrated alcohol such as ethanol, methanol or of at least 80% concentration isopropyl alcohol, or the 
corresponding alcohol denatured with some denaturants. For example, there may be mentioned the 

70 denatured alcohols obtainable by blending highly concentrated ethanol with denaturants such as methanol, 
isopropyl alcohol, eta or, more specifically the so-called methanol-denatured alcohol prepared by adding 5 
kg of 95% methanol to each 200 I of 95% ethanol (claim 3). 

Since the use of ethanol alone is costly, it is preferable to use a denatured alcohol such as the above- 
mentioned methanol-denatured alcohol. Isopropyl alcohol of 80 to 90 percent concentration can also be 

is used with advantage from the standpoint of safety. 

With the above disinfectant composition, excellent sterilizing and disinfecting effects can be obtained by 
virtue of the disinfectant glutaraldehyde. Thus, glutaraldehyde is a chemically synthesized substance and 
has been shown to kill various bacteria, tubercle bacilli, fungi, bacterial spores, and viruses. The use of a 
solution of this glutaraldehyde as diluted with alcohol produces a sufficient sterilizing and disinfecting effect 

20 (claim 1). 

Particularly because said basal concentrated alcohol is used as a diluent for glutaraldehyde, the 
glutaraldehyde can be well diluted and, in addition, the concentrated alcohol itself exerts an excellent 
sterilizing and disinfecting effect so that a sufficient effect can be obtained even with a moderate amount of 
glutaraldehyde (claim 1). . 
25 Furthermore, as a buffer solution is included in the disinfectant composition, the pH of the application 
solution can be maintained at about 7.5 to 8.5 so that the disinfectant effect may last for about 10 days after 
application (claim 1). Furthermore, the incorporation of the perfume as a masking agent is useful in 
cancelling the irritating odor of glutaraldehyde (claim 2). 

Moreover, since the disinfectant composition of the invention can be easily provided by blending said 
30 base alcohol, such as concentrated ethanol. isopropyl alcohol or a denatured alcohol prepared by using a 
methanol or the like as a denaturant, which may be optionally perfumed as mentioned above, with a 
commercial 20% solution of glutaraldehyde and a buffer solution such as an aqueous solution of 
diethanolamine, it can be easily prepared in the field and applied as it is (claims 1 to 3). 

The disinfection method using the above-mentioned disinfectant composition in accordance with the 
35 present invention is characterized in that a disinfectant composition prepared by the above blending 
procedure is comminuted and sprayed in finely divided form with the aid of a pressurized gas. Generally 
the above disinfectant composition is applied by spraying about 70 to 80 ml per 25 m 3 (claim 4). 

With regard to the pressurized gas mentioned above, it is preferable to utilize the pressure of 
vaporization of liquefied carbon dioxide gas (claim 5). In this case, the disinfectant composition must be 
40 sprayed in a mixing ratio well below the dust explosion limit of the alcohol with respect to carbon dioxide 
gas. This limit is about 0.001 volume percent. Thus, the above ratio is recommended in view of the fact that 
the lower explosion limit of alcohol in the air is 3.3 volume percent (claim 6). 

The liquefied carbon dioxide gas is sprayed at a gauge pressure of about 3-6 kg/cm 2 . 
When sprayed in this manner, the above-mentioned disinfectant composition is atomized in the form of 
45 ultramicro particles and can diffuse uniformly into all the nooks and corners throughout the space sprayed 
therewith. The disinfectant effect of glutaraldehyde can be produced promptly (claim 4). 

Particularly when carbon dioxide gas is used, there is no possibility of chemical reactions with the 
active ingredient mentioned above, hence there is no fear of changes in properties of the composition, and 
the glutaraldehyde and highly concentrated alcohol in the disinfectant composition produce an excellent 
so synergistic disinfectant effect. 

Furthermore, when carbon dioxide gas is used as a high-pressure gas, the precipitation of disinfectant 
particles sprayed into the air can be promoted through the specific gravity effect of carbon dioxide gas. 
Moreover, the use of a large quantity of carbon dioxide gas can fully eliminate the possibility of ignition or 
explosion in spite of the use of alcohol as the base of the composition. Thus the composition can be 
55 sprayed safely even in places where there is heat of fire. 

Therefore, said composition can be used to disinfect confined areas such as the interior of an 
ambulance car efficiently and reliably within a short period of time. 


3 


EP 0 404 015 A1 


Brief Description of the Drawings 

Fig. 1 is a schematic front view of a sprayer which utilizes liquefied carbon dioxide and is to be used 
5 for disinfection in the practice of the present invention. 

Fig. 2 shows an ambulance car in developments to indicate the points for checking for microorgan- 
isms. 

Detailed Description of Preferred Embodiments 

70 


(Example 1) 

75 A disinfectant composition containing ethanol (alcohol) in a concentration of 71 .25% and glutaraldehyde 
in a concentration of 4.00% was prepared by blending 850 ml of 95% ethanol, 200 ml of a 20% aqueous 
solution of glutaraldehyde (Maruishi Pharmaceutical's STERIHYDE L) and 50 ml of a buffer solution, namely 
a 1.25% aqueous solution of diethanolamine as prepared by dissolving 1.25 ml of 99% diethanolamine in 
98.75 ml of distilled water. 

20 This disinfectant composition could remain at pH 8.0 even after the lapse of 10 days without any 

chemical changes of the active ingredient. 

This disinfectant composition was applied to two ambulance cars (car A on service and spare car B) by 

spraying 40 ml of the composition into each car (12.67 m 3 in space volume) through four sites, namely the 

right and left doors relative to the driver's seat, one side slide door and the rear swing-up door over 40 
25 seconds by means of a sprayer utilizing the pressure of vaporization of liquefied carbon dioxide gas. Then 

the cars were tightly closed for 20 minutes for effecting disinfection. 

The sprayer mentioned above has, as shown in Fig. 1, for instance, a heater (12) whose temperature is 

controllable and a pressure adjuster (13) in the discharge line (11) from a carbon dioxide cylinder (10) filled 

with carbon dioxide gas and equipped with a siphon type delivery mechanism, with a disinfectant 
30 composition tank (14) and said discharge line (11) each being connected to a spray gun (15). The liquefied 

carbon dioxide is warmed for evaporation and then delivery and, at the same time, the pressure of said 

vaporized gas is utilized to spray the disinfectant composition supplied in the tank (14). 

After the above disinfection treatment, four classes of microorganisms, namely coliform bacteria, 

staphylococci, general bacteria and fungi, were searched for at various source points given circled numbers 
35 1 to 25 in Fig. 2. For the detection of the four groups of microorganisms, the colonies formed on cultivation 

with the respective specified media were counted. The results thus obtained are shown below in Table 1 . 
For comparison with the data obtained after the disinfection treatment, the results of the same 

microorganism counting (before treatment) carried out immediately after car inside cleaning (wiping with wet 

cloth) are also shown. 

40 

(Example 2) 

Synthetic methanol-denatured alcohol prepared by adding 24 ml of 95% methanol to 766.0 ml of 95% 
45 ethanol was used as the diluent alcohol, and a mixture of 790 ml of said diluent alcohol and 10 mJ of a 
perfume for masking was used as a base. A disinfectant composition having an alcohol concentration of 
about 76% and a glutaraldehyde concentration of 3% was prepared by blending said base, 150 ml of the 
same 20% aqueous solution of glutaraldehyde as used in Example 1 (same STERIHYDE L as mentioned 
above) and 50 ml of a buffer solution, namely a 1% aqueous solution of diethanolamine as prepared by 
so dissolving 1 ml of 99% diethanolamine in 99 ml of distilled water. This disinfectant composition could 
remain at pH 7.8 to 8.2 even after the lapse of 10 days without any chemical changes of the active 
ingredient. 

This disinfectant composition was applied to two ambulance cars (car A on s rvice and spare car B) in 
the same manner as in Example 1 by spraying 40 ml of the composition into each car (12.67 m 3 in space 
55 volume) through three sites, namely two left door sites and the rear swing-up door over 40 seconds, by 
means of a sprayer utilizing the pressure of vaporization of liquefied carbon dioxide. The cars were then 
hermetically closed for 20 minutes for achieving the disinfection. 

Then, the four classes of microorganisms were searched for at the same 25 points as mentioned above. 
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For comparison, the same microorganism counting was performed before the disinfection treatment. The 
results thus obtained are shown below in Table 2 in the same manner as in Example 1 . 

s (Example 3) 

in this example, use was made of 88.7% isopropyl alcohol as the diluent alcohol in lieu of the synthetic 
methanol-denatured alcohol used above in Example 2. A mixture of 780 ml of said alcohol and 20 ml of a 
perfume for masking was used as a base. A disinfectant composition having an alcohol concentration of 
10 about 70% and a glutaraldehyde concentration of 3% was prepared by blending said base, 150 ml of a 
20% glutaraldehyde solution (same STERIHYDE L as mentioned above) and 50 ml of a buffer solution, 
namely a 2% aqueous solution of diethanolamine (prepared by dissolving 2 ml of 99% diethanolamine in 98 
ml of distilled water). 

Like the disinfectant composition of Example 2, this disinfectant composition, too, could remain at pH 
is 7.8 or above even after the lapse of 10 days without any chemical changes of the active ingredient. 

This disinfectant composition was used for ambulance car disinfection by spraying it in the same 
manner as in Example 2, followed by checking for microorganisms. Almost the same results were obtained 
as those obtained with the disinfectant composition of Example 2. 


20 


(Comparative Example) 


For comparison, a disinfectant composition was prepared by blending a mixture of 760 ml of 95% 
ethanol and 200.0 ml of a 20% chlorhexidine gluconate solution (Maruishi Pharmaceuticals^ 20% MASKIN 

25 solution), 40.0 ml of a 20% glutaraldehyde solution (same STERIHYDE L as mentioned above) and 0.8 ml 
of 99% diethanolamine (buffer). This disinfectant composition had a pH of 8.0 as measured immediately 
after preparation thereof. After the lapse of 4 hours, however, the composition became turbid due to the 
reaction between the MASKIN solution and diethanolamine and showed a pH of 7.2. 

The disinfectant composition of this comparative example was applied to the same two ambulance cars 

30 (car A on service and spare car B) as used in the foregoing examples by spraying 20 ml of the composition 
into each car (estimably 9 m 3 in space volume) through two sites, namely the door left to the drivers seat 
and the rear swing-up door, over 20 seconds by means of a sprayer utilizing the pressure of vaporization of 
liquefied carbon dioxide. The cars were then tightly closed for 15 minutes for effecting disinfection, followed 
by checking for microorganisms at the same 25 points as mentioned above. The same checking for 

35 microorganisms was performed also before treatment. The results thus obtained are shown below in Table 
3. 
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As indicated by the data given above in Tables 1 to 3, it was found that, as a result of the disinfection 
55 treatment in Example 1 as well as in Example 2, the numbers of microorganisms det cted at the respective 
points and the mean number of microorganisms were very markedly reduced as compared with the 
corresponding data before treatment, the disinfectant effect being such that the values particularly desired 
in emergency medicine could be fully cleared. 
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Although the composition of Example 1 gives off an irritating odor characteristic of glutaraldehyde, the 

time required for the spraying treatment according to the invention is very short, so that forced ventilation 

by means of a fan following the disinfection treatment can eliminate the residual odor. Hence, the 

composition of Example 1 is also usable as a disinfectant. 
5 In particular, the disinfectant compositions of Examples 2 and 3 contain a perfume for masking, so that 

they do not leave the irritating odor of glutaraldehyde and therefore are improved versions of the 

composition of Example 1 and particularly suited for use. 

Although the disinfectant composition for comparison also produced a sufficient disinfectant effect, said 

composition allowed chemical reactions to occur. After the lapse of 4 hours, the pH became 7.2 and the 
70 disinfectant effect decreased in a relatively short period of time; the composition was thus inferior in 

stability. 

As mentioned above, the disinfectant composition according to the invention, when sprayed utilizing the 
pressure of vaporization of liquefied carbon dioxide, produced a disinfectant effect which was comparable or 
superior to the effect obtainable by wiping or spraying with any of the conventional active ingredients. The 
75 spray treatment required only a short period of time and uniform disinfection treatment could be achieved in 
all the nooks and corners. 


Claims 

20 

1. A disinfectant composition characterized in that it is prepared by blending a highly concentrated 
alcohol with glutaraldehyde and a buffer solution such as an aqueous solution of diethanolamine to provide 
a composition containing 65 to 80% of alcohol and 2 to 4% of glutaraldehyde. 

2. A disinfectant composition as claimed in claim 1, characterized in that it is prepared by blending a 
25 basal mixture of said highly concentrated alcohol and a perfume with 10 to 20 volume percent of a 20% 

solution of glutaraldehyde and 3 to 7 volume percent of a buffer solution such as a 1.0 to 2.0% aqueous 
solution of diethanolamine. 

3. A disinfectant composition as claimed in claims 1 or 2, wherein said highly concentrated alcohol is an 
alcohol selected from the group consisting of alcohols with a concentration of at least 80%, such as ethanoi 

30 and isopropyl alcohol, and denatured alcohols derived from highly concentrated ethanoi by addition of at 
least one denaturant such as methanol. 

4. A method of disinfection which comprises spraying a disinfectant composition claimed in any of 
claims 1 to 3 in finely divided form into a space to be disinfected with the aid of a pressurized gas. 

5. A method of disinfection as claimed in claim 4, wherein the pressure of vaporization of liquefied 
35 carbon dioxide is utilized for spraying. 

6. A method of disinfection as claimed in claim 5, wherein the disinfectant composition is sprayed in a 
mixing ratio of about 0.001 volume part (%) of the disinfectant composition to 100 volume parts of carbon 
dioxide gas. 
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